




















 

surveys, identifying CRLF relocation sites, using USFWS-approved biologists, and establishing 
standard monitoring protocols during construction. 

BR-2 During construction, work within the creek shall be conducted when the creek does not contain 
flowing or standing water, if feasible. If work activities must occur when water is present in the 
creek channel, the contractor shall dewater the creek prior to conducting the activities. If work 
in the channel is necessary, upstream and downstream passage for fish , including juvenile 
steelhead, will be provided through or around construction sites at all times and/or fish will be 
relocated to adjacent areas of suitable habitat unaffected by project activities. Cofferdams will 
be installed to divert streamflow around each in-stream construction area. 

BR-3 Through the USAGE and/or FEMA processes, conduct consultation with the NMFS to develop 
avoidance and minimization measures for steelhead. These measures may include, for 
example, having a qualified biologist onsite during the installation of cofferdams and during the 
cofferdam dewatering process to capture and move trapped salmon ids and other fish as well as 
identifying the appropriate procedures for relocating fish. Protocols for the capture, handling, 
and release of fish will be developed in cooperation with NMFS and CDFW and implemented 
during project construction. 

BR-4 The projects located within the main channel of a stream shall incorporate boulder/cobble 
clusters, rootwads, or similar design features to the extent practicable, at each project location. 

BR-5 Prior to any construction work beginning, including any vegetation clearing, jurisdictional areas 
and sensitive resource areas shall be clearly marked (e.g. fencing, flagging , paint) in the field 
adjacent to the work area. No construction work, including material storage, shall occur outside 
of the "Project Limits". The required marking shall remain in place during the entire construction 
period and maintained as needed by the contractor. 

BR-6 Before any activities begin on a project, a qualified biologist shall conduct a training session for 
all construction personnel. At a minimum, the training shall include a description of the important 
vegetation and special-status resources that occur in the project area, the specific measures 
that are being implemented to conserve them and the boundaries within which the project may 
be accomplished. Brochures, books, and briefings may be used in the training session, provided 
that a qualified person is on hand to answer any questions. 

BR-7 Prior to and during construction qualified biologists shall conduct pre-construction surveys for 
special-status wildlife that could be encountered onsite, including pond turtle , slender 
salamanders, two-striped garter snake, and the coast-horned lizard, for example. Regular 
subsequent monitoring of each project site shall be conducted and a qualified biologist will be 
present to monitor during all initial clearing and vegetation and grubbing. 

BR-8 During construction, the cleaning and refueling of equipment and vehicles will occur only within 
a designated staging area and as far from aquatic areas as feasible. At a minimum, all 
equipment and vehicles will be checked and maintained daily to ensure proper operation and 
avoid potential leaks or spills. 

BR-9 During construction, the biological monitor will ensure that the spread or introduction of invasive 
exotic plant species is avoided to the maximum extent possible. When practicable, invasive 
exotic plants in the project site will be removed and properly disposed of. 

BR-10 During construction, trash will be contained, removed from the work site, and disposed of 
regularly. Following construction, all trash and construction debris will be removed from work 
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areas. All vegetation removed from the construction site shall be taken to a certified landfill to 
prevent the spread of invasive species. 

BR-11 To protect special-status avian species and those species protected by the Migratory Bird Treat 
Act (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code Section 3503, vegetation clearing and earth 
disturbance should be avoided during the typical nesting season (February 15 to September 1). 
If avoiding construction during this season is not feasible, a qualified biologist sha ll survey the 
area within one week prior to activity beginning on site. If nesting birds are located on or near 
the proposed project site, they shall be avoided until they have successfully fledged. A buffer 
zone of 50 feet will be placed around all non-sensitive, passerine bird species, and a 250-foot 
buffer will be implemented for raptor species, and all activity will remain outside of that buffer 
until the qualified biologist, has determined that the young have fledged. Buffer reductions 
and/or work within non-disturbance buffer areas can be completed only with approval from 
relevant resource agencies. 

BR-12 Prior to construction a Habitat Management Plan (HMP) shall be prepared that describes the 
revegetation efforts to be conducted at each site. Each project area shall be revegetated with a 
mixture of seed, container plants, and willow stakes, as appropriate. Implementation of the 
HMPs shall be conducted in coordination with the installation of erosion control measures. 

Cultural Resources 

CR-1 During earth moving activities, in the event archaeological resources are unearthed or 
discovered, construction near the find shall stop, and the Public Works project manager and the 
Environmental Coordinator shall be notified so that the extent and location of discovered 
materials may be recorded by a qualified archaeologist, and disposition of artifacts may be 
accomplished in accordance with state and federal law. 

CR-2 In the event archaeological resources are found to include human remains, or in any other case 
when human remains are discovered during construction, the County Coroner and 
Environmental Coordinator are to be notified so proper disposition may be accomplished. 

Geology and Soils 

GS-1 Install appropriate erosion control measures (i.e. , silt fences, hay bales) along the base of the 
proposed work area and at the downstream end of the proposed construction zone and maintain 
erosion control mechanisms daily. 

GS-2 Check and maintain erosion control measures daily throughout the duration of work activities. 
Erosion control measures should be re-installed appropriately as the proposed work area 
changes. 

GS-3 Restore all previously vegetated areas that are cleared during project activities through 
revegetation with appropriate indigenous native species. 

N-1 All construction activities associated with the project shall occur between the hours of 7:00 A.M. 
and 6:00 P.M. Monday through Friday and from 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. on Saturday. There 
will be no construction activities on Sundays. 

Water Resources 
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WR-1 All project-related spills of hazardous materials shall be cleaned up immediately. 

WR-2 Daily, check and maintain all equipment and vehicles that would be operated within the identified 
work area to ensure proper operation and avoid potential leaks or spills. 

WR-3 Employ best management practices (BMPs) to control the discharge of materials from the site 
and into creeks and local storm drains. BMP methods may include, but would not be limited to, 
the use of temporary retention basins, straw bales, sand bagging, mulching, erosion control 
blankets, soil stabilizers, and native erosion control grass seed. 
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Mitigation Monitoring Plan 

The purpose of a Mitigation Monitoring Plan is to provide a program to examine, document and record 
compliance with the environmental plans and specifications pertinent to the proposed project, in order 
to comply with Section 21081 .6 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This plan provides 
the standards and methods necessary to ensure and document the implementation of the 
environmental mitigation measures which have been included in the project description as well as with 
the conditions of approval placed on project permits. Responsibility for ensuring successful 
implementation of the Mitigation Monitoring Plan lies with the County of San Luis Obispo, as the project 
proponent and Lead Agency for the project under CEQA. If the recommended mitigation measures and 
monitoring plan are implemented successfully, the potential significant adverse effects stemming from 
project construction will be reduced to a level of insignificance. 

Mitigation monitoring will be carried out by the Environmental Programs Division of the County's 
Department of Public Works. The Environmental Programs Division provides environmental services to 
the Department of Public Works, including mitigation compliance and monitoring, w ith CEQA 
oversight by the County's Environmental Coordinator. 

Upon approval of the CEQA document and issuance of all required permits, the Environmental 
Programs Division will assign internal responsibility for compliance with each mitigation meas ure to one 
or more members of the project team. Responsible parties include the Environmental Programs 
Division, the Project Manager (PM), the Res ident Engineer (RE), and/or on-site monitors. 

Mitigation measures are organized into project design, pre-construction, construction, and post 
construction tasks. Compliance with mitigation measures is documented in the project file through 
written reports, accompanied by project photos where necessary. Post construction monitoring of 
revegetation and other project components is documented by yearly reports, on a schedule typically 
determined by one or more of the project permits. Depending on the complexity of the post construction 
mitigation effort, tasks will be carried out by county staff or technical experts under contract to the 
County. Post construction monitoring is typically conducted for three to five years, depending on permit 
requirements and success criteria. 

Where necessary, construction personnel will be required to attend a crew orientation meeting. The 
meeting will be conducted by the RE and will be used to acquaint the construction crews with the 
environmental sensitivities of the project site. The orientation meeting shall place an emphasis on the 
need for adherence to the mitigation measures and permit conditions as well as the need for 
cooperation and communication among all parties concerned (i.e., RE, Environmental Programs 
Division, Environmental Coordinator, construction personnel) in working together to solve problems and 
arrive at solutions in the field . 
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